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2008 EHF Top Coaches’ Seminar

11th – 14th December 2008 in Skopje, FYR Macedonia
Evaluation of the Referee Performances

Over the past few years, we have seen a lot of experienced referees end their careers on the court due to various reasons, such as their age, their career outside the sporting field and other personal reasons. During the last Olympic period, the line-ups of the national teams also dramatically changed. We are aware that we have entered a new phase and now it is the time, over the course of the next four years, to start building the new teams for possible success at the 2012 Olympic Games in London, England. The same situation applies to the referees also.

After each major European event, an evaluation of the referee performance is undertaken. For this analysis, the assessment criteria were as follows:

· Duality in previous years at YAC competitions - Junior/Youth, WCh/ECh

· Experience in European Games

· Neutrality - referees without their national team in the competition

· Gender

From the ten referee couples selected to officiate at the 8th Women’s European Handball Championship, only three couples had participated in a senior ECh/WCh prior to this event. This was not only a great challenge, but also a calculated risk.

The preparation of the referees and delegates for any top event is a time consuming process. The nomination for the event was published in September 2008, this was followed by the designation of experienced delegates to the women’s qualification tournament for the ECh and group matches at the beginning of October. The referees were also nominated to officiate in the group phase of the EHF Champions League and also to international friendly tournaments. The referees were given instruction on rule interpretation with reference to the main experiences in Beijing in addition to advice on good physical preparation. During the month leading up to the final tournament in FYR Macedonia, the nominated officials also watched selected scenes for previous tournaments and discussed current topics at the conference held before the start of the championship.

A key topic at the conference was the experiences and negative trends regarding rule interpretation. The issue of the 7-metre throws was highlighted. In recent time at various championships this has proven to be a basic problem; there were too many 7-metre throws awarded without reason. The rules are exact, however, the interpretation remain too different! It is asked that rule 14.1 and clarification no.8 are taken into consideration:

· ball and body under control

· attacker has a chance to score

· active defending behaviour

· any part of the foot not on the goal area line

· repeated wilful entry inside the goal area by the defender (progressive punishment)

· moving through the goal area to have a time profit in getting into a better position

· blocking above the goal area

In many cases it is clear that the defender just going for the arm/body of the attacker, and in this case the consequence is clear: progressive punishment!

Foul against wing players:

Often the referees are too inconsistent in actions where there is a small impact on the body of the wing player, which can have a big influence on the success of the action. The referees have to watch out for dangerous fouls at the moment when the wing player is jumping and in flight over the goal area. A slight touch on shoulder, hip, knee or foot may have terrible consequences. Many defenders do also displace (without using their arms) the wing player who is jumping on the outside of the defender, so that the attacker will lose balance and/or be forced into a worse angle. 

In a lot of the cases, the main problems are the position and movement of the referees

Progressive Punishment – Disqualification

The main task of the referees is to prevent unfair actions and to protect the health of the players. Correct play must be separated from unfair and often brutal actions. React severely and immediately to unfair or rough play, which is a violation of the rules.

Please take into consideration that in connection with rule 16.3, the referees have the right to determine that a particular violation warrants an immediate suspension even if the player did not previously have a warning and the team did not yet have a total of three warnings. A direct disqualification shall be given for:

· fouls which endanger the opponent’s health (hit with hard effect on neck or face)

· fouls committed during the last minute – in order to prevent the opponents from having the time to get into a position to score a deciding goal (to win or tie the game, or to gain the necessary goal difference) or to get into a position where a 7-metre throw could be awarded

Finally, this report will close with remarks that correspond to the scenes shown in the educational DVD:

1. Defender inside, active defender work – 7m

2. First contact outside, no scoring chance destroyed– free throw

3. No scoring chance, first contact outside – free throw

4. Defender crosses the goal area, active defender - correct decision: 7m

5. Scoring chance destroyed and foul against the body of defender – 7m and progressive punishment

6. Defender across the goal area, scoring chance destroyed– correct decision 7m

7. Defenders feet clearly inside, active behaviour – correct decision: 7m

8. One more defender between goalkeeper and attacker – correct decision: 7m

9. Both defenders inside and too late in closing the way – correct decision: 7m

10. Fast break, attacker has a ball under control: 7m plus progressive punishment

11. Defender run throughout goal area and made influence on attacker: correct decision: 7m plus progressive punishment

12. Similar situation – pushing on hip – 7m plus progressive punishment

13. Defender inside the goal area – 7m is acceptable and no further progressive punishment

14. Defender does not play for the ball, clearly moves against the body of the opponent – correct decision: 7m plus progressive punishment

15. 7m is the correct decision, but pushing inside should never be punished with a yellow card. This is a 2-minute suspension

16. 7m plus progressive punishment (2 Minutes)

17. 7m and disqualification

18. Disruption of the fast throw off in the final minute, influence on the final result – disqualification

19. A hard foul and effect on opponent – disqualification

20. The correct decision is made by the referees.

Sándor Andorka – EHF Lecturer

January 2009
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