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_ After the flrst two EChs, in Italy and Spain, was becomlng cIear |

i ':jﬁ-"j',f::for EHE that was arrived the moment to prowde the Euroepan
'_Beach HandbaII Communlty of a tournament system that
._'"-"hcould glve _clear rules and a clear point system in order to
" ,achlve the result of pIaylng a final torunament on. the

standards of Beach VoIIIey Tour '
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Therefore in 2004 the EBT tournamnet competlotlon system |

sta.rted and the flrst--organl-zer for the at the time so called
EBT Masters was again Italy, as for the f|rst Ech in Gaeta ‘and
.?":'n-thIS time was the city of Salerno the spot where the top ten
S ,man teams and the top 5 women teams joined to play for the |
' | title L s b
'f'i7'-I-';f"'-l_."l--r-?The flrst EBT winner for ren Was LETO 2002 form Serbla and-. %
for women was Pollcastelhrl from Italy |
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From that moment here are the cities that organlzed the EBT |

. r-’-‘ﬁé:t-?:“_‘t.’::I\/Iasters from 2010 renamed as EBT Finals to dlstlngwsh from
J 'the new born project of EHF Handbal Masters CHs: L
‘2005 Suances (ESP), 2006 Katerini (GRE) 12007 Nagyatad
,(HUN) 2008 ValenC|a (ESP) the first with the standard 8+8 |
I | teams, 2009  Meliti- Issos (GRE) 2010 Esplnho (POR) 2011._
:'-i7"-"-;':,"'-I_j‘l--r-FuenglroIa (ESP), 2012 Lagoa (POR), 2013 Umag (CRO) 2014-'_- .'
-l'Thessannlkl (GRE) the first W|th the new standard of 10+10'

| teams and f|naIIy 2015 ﬁddab@ §HUN) i
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- SIowa the growmg quallty of technlcal skllls of the teams

S _"'-'c,o-nvmced the EHF BC “to make use of thls event to

i_mproc)ve the edUcati_on of the BH offlc_lals—,_from 20.10 in
?'-'.:3',':-_Es'pinho- in fact every two years the EHF course for
delegafes, referees and coaches is run parallel to the EBT

_ Finals "~
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R But not only......: in fact the problem aIwayS faced in the

S 'BH Echs Was how to approach the matches from off|C|aIs
_'.-that are comlng stralght away from the mdoor season

s '-'.:?',':-therefore came the decision to use the EBT finals in every,

odd year ( the year of the Semor Echs) as a pre educatlon
_tournament for all those off|C|aIs nommated more or Iess -

e 'two months Iater for the biggest event organlzed by EHF
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The beglnnlng was qwte tough as the expectatlves of the teams' ;

"";commg to compete for a European t|tIe in EBT Finals is to have
- always the best referees for the best matches, and when we Speak

;"_"'-about referess coming to a course for gettlng the EHF badge

o7 cannot be I|ke that.. | .

| j:But the so dlfferent attltude of BH people from mdoor very-very_
".-?;"';.'jfagt accepted thls |mprovement and the coIIaboratlve splrlt from' :

_'_.ll',offluals and pIayers is the best testlmonlal of our educatlon _
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o It goes beyond saymg that not everythmg ‘was “roses 'and' 2

. -*-'”';té-'_;ﬂowers- as always happen When new competltlons and new

'events are trymg to be standardlzed

_ilThe beglnnlng was clearly in a direction to leave the doors open

for everybody accepltng even low standars consequently to the

‘ prmuple that the most |mportant pomt was to spread the word

'-.".'.,’Of Beach HandbaII” all over Europe
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'The tremendously fast increasing of number of teams and' :

| number of EBT Tournament-.organlzed, requested very 'soon to

act immediétley'with more strict regulation in respect of our

~ discipline and of the teams who almost professionally are yearly

in\rd"lved'_in-'BH activity, even the increasing number of EHF

~ officials that could be used 'Of course influneced the de‘ciSi'bn' to

put |n any tournament the obllgatory EHF Delegate presence or

'm|n|mum of a Natlonal Observer |nd|catec by the NF
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- This. deC|5|on Was taken in 2010 accordlngly to the need to. 5

5 '.-:--"'j‘;_.{-"_-'Jstengthen the nece55|ty of control the pomts attribution in the

various tournament maklng consequyently g d|v15|on between
_7.-=organ|zers |

The numbe-r of tourna'ments due -to-th'is restriction and the

c0’ntem"porary mcreasmg of general standards fO’t”b’bints

-"2j'_ﬂf".'f'._.-atnbutlon made the number of EBT Torunaments droppmg- |

'down from 45 in 2010 to 37 in 2012
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 We are now happy to say that the deC|5|on f|naIIy pald off from' 2

7 '_.-_-."'5-;_.;."_-'J2013 the number of Tournaments restared to grow reachlng in.

'2015 the number of 56 with a total of 152 team (maX|mum
_ilnumber since the establlshlng of EBT Torunaments) mvolvedI
The quallty of organlzers is always better: the effort to |mprove s

i "standards ‘with scoreboards EHF OffICIa|S involved, number of

‘ "'if'..’"f-_-teams |nVIted from all over Europe and so on g|ves ”OW to our- -'

_ EBT Tournaments - real professmnal face
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Next step is of course directed to develop a new marketmg' ;

strategy, that startmg from top European competlons may
affect even the world of prlvate Tournaments In a perldod of
.?*"Keconomlc cr|5|s the need to economize resources and find new
S way to promote BH with p055|ble sponsors must be developed
iy A lot of processes and programms for developlng beach sports. |
:"i7"-"-'}":,"'-I_fl-connected to tourlsm and wellness are in the aim of European_' |

: _Commumty, we absolutely need to get |n5|de them.
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We always frII our. BH addlcts mouthes of the words”fantasy

” {o:

|nnovat|ve d|5C|pI|ne well now is arrlved the moment

: "m wh|ch we need to show that we are reaIIy I|ke that not onIy on_'

the court were our athlerts are br|II|ant enough supported by our

.j“--'-'coaches to show the |ncred|ble high level of skills needed to excell _
|n BH, but even outS|de he court where competltlon wrth other |

sports |s even stronger to galn pubblluty spaces: and TV spaces
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