
12th EHF Referee Candidates Course
13th – 16th June 2013 in Drammen, Norway



Hosting City – Drammen, Norway

Facts about the City

Drammen, the River City, is located 40 kilometers west of Oslo. Drammen has more than 64,000 inhabitants, 
but the city serves as a regional centre for an area with a population of about 150,000. Drammen is a city of 
diversity and 20 percent of the population have immigrant background, a fact which leaves its colourful mark 
on the cityscape.

History

The city of Drammen was founded in 1811 as the two towns Strømsø and Bragernes were united.
The city shield was originally created in 1715. It says “In fide et justitia fortitudo” (From faith and justice comes 
strength). The old part of the city hall was sketched by Nils S. Eckhoff and was built in 1871. 

Geography

The total area of Drammen is 145.2 square kilometres, including 9.5 square kilometres of lakes and rivers, 15.8 
square kilometres of farming land and 89.9 square kilometres of forest. 
The population is approximately 64,000 (2011), which makes Drammen the 9th biggest city in Norway. 
Drammen is located in the county of Buskerud, 40 kilometers and 35 minutes south-west of Oslo. 

Attractions

Aass Brewery: It is the oldest surviving brewery in Norway, and has won acclaim for both its beer and its 
conservative building. Founded in 1834, the brewery’s primary products are soft drinks, beer and aquavit.

Bridges: Drammen City Bridge (Drammensbrua bybro) - concrete bridge which connects the two centers of 
the town, built 1936 / Drammen Bridge (Drammensbrua) - motorway box girder bridge on E18 that crosses 
Drammenselva, built 1971 / Ypsilon bridge (Ypsilon bru) - cable-stayed bridge over Drammenselva, built 2007

Drammen Museum: Drammen Museum of Art and Cultural History includes the Marienlyst farm, a manor 
house from approx. 1770, museum building from 1930 with the museum’s administration, permanent 
exhibitions and collections, and Lyche pavilion from 1990 with the gallery, temporary exhibitions and museum 
café, Halling yard, with 5 old buildings, the oldest from 1760’s. The museum also includes the two largest 
preserved like farms in Drammen, Gulskogen Manor and Austad farm. 

Drammen Theater: Drammen Theater in Bragernes was built in 1869 and was designed by architect Emil Victor 
Langlet. The theater was the first modern theater in the country. It was designed in a complex Renaissance 
style with symmetrical facades and round arched windows. After Drammen Theater suffered total destruction 
by fire in December 1993, a new theater was rebuilt on the model of the original house. It was finished during 
February 1997. 

Drammen 

NOR



EHF Competitions Commission / Technical Refereeing Commitee
The Competition Commission (CC) has been part of the EHF structure since the 
foundation of the European Handball Federation in 1992. Back then, there was a Technical 
Commission dealing with all the technical matters in handball.

Due to the rapid development in handball, the Technical Commission soon split into two 
new commissions, the Competitions Commission and the Methods Commission. The 
responsibility of the CC is to deal with all the competitions matters of the EHF events, 
playing system of competitions and regulations based on the EHF Refereeing structure.

The CC includes a Chairman and four other members elected by the Congress with 
specific fields of activity, such as men’s competitions, women’s competitions, club 
competitions and last but not least refereeing.

In order to guarantee high level refereeing all over the European handball courts, various 
programmes have been targeting referee- and delegate education with a special focus on 
young referees and female referees.

To take the subject to the next level, the EHF Executive Committee made a decision to 
set up a new specialised body. The EHF Technical Refereeing Committee (TRC) has been 
called into being to serve as a kind of think tank contributing to the further development of 
the European refereeing standards. 

The EHF Technical Refereeing Committee held its first meeting on Friday, 9 January 2009 
in the EHF Headquarters, Vienna.

The present chairman of the committee is Dragan Nachevski (MKD), responsible for 
refereeing matters within the EHF Competitions Commission.



EHF / EHF Competence Academy & Network (EHF CAN)
The European Handball Federation (EHF) is the governing body of Handball in Europe! 
Its 50 Member Federations represent and stand for 50 different kinds of national and 
international handball know-how. Those individual national handball schools/philosophies 
shall be made use of by involving experts in order to contribute to the variety of handball 
education in Europe!

Handball know-how exchange and transfer in Europe shall be fostered as an EHF  service 
for the EHF Member Federations by making use of national and international handball 
experts as well as external lecturers from sport science, medicine, other sports, economy 
(marketing, equipment suppliers) and media (press, TV, Internet).

The EHF Competence Academy & Network (EHF CAN) has been established as an 
educational service centre for EHF Member Federations with the possibility of granting 
scholarships  in order to minimize or delete financial burdens for them. The same holds 
good for internal EHF Office management training on the job.

The EHF “CAN” has been established to develop and deliver sport specific educational 
and training programmes in order to ensure that coaches, officials, athletes and 
administrators from all over Europe (and the world) have access to the highest quality 
education relating to “handball know-how“ and competence in e-learning, blended 
learning, interdisciplinary educational courses of various duration, summer schools or 
mainstream 2-4 semester courses within the European Education Credit Transfer System 
(ECTS framework).

The  EHF “CAN” has set-up Business Executive Education programmes for further 
educating and training sporting administrators, resort managers and event executives in 
the Handball Event Management Business, e.g.  also in event-related courses.

The EHF “CAN” contains a documentation centre including production of modern teaching 
aids and media as well as cooperation agreements with research&developing partners, 
suppliers, universities and testifying institutions.



Contact Information

Sport Event

Organiser 

European Handball Federation   
Contact: Marcos Bestilleiro
Hoffingergasse 18
A -1120 Vienna
AUSTRIA
Tel: 	 +43 1 80 151 143
Fax: 	+43 1 80 151 149
bestilleiro@eurohandball.com

LOCAL Organiser 

Norwegian Handball Federation
Contact: Ove Olsen
Sognsveien 75A 
0855 Oslo 
Norway 
Tel: 	 +47 904 13 250
www.handball.no 
ove.olsen@handball.no

COURSE HOTEL

Rica Park Hotel
Gamle Kirkeplass 3 
3019 Drammen 
Norway 
Tel: 	 +47 32 26 36 00
www.rica.no/hoteller/drammen/
rica-park-hotel-drammen/

Friday, 14 June 2013

Event	 Time	 Teams
Scandinavian Open W19	 18.00	 NOR W19 vs. POL W19
Scandinavian Open W19	 20:15	 DEN W19 vs. SWE W19

Saturday, 15 June 2013

Event	 Time	 Teams
Women’s Elite / Friendly	 12:00	 Stabaek vs. Glassverket
Scandinavian Open W19	 14.00	 POL W19 vs. DEN W19
Scandinavian Open W19	 16:15	 NOR W19 vs. SWE W19

Sunday, 16 June 2013

Event	 Time	 Teams
Scandinavian Open W19	 11.00	 POL W19 vs. SWE W19
Scandinavian Open W19	 13:15	 NOR W19 vs. DEN W19
Women’s Elite / Friendly	 15:00	 Stabaek vs. Glassverket

Match Venue: ROS Arena, 
Ovnerudvn. 1, 3430 Spikkestad.



Course Basics

It is the twelfth EHF Referee Candidates course held by the EHF. The course which will be 
held from 13 to 17 June 2013 in Drammen/Norway is open to a maximum of 4 pairs and is 
carried out in cooperation with the Norwegian Handball Federation. 

EHF Candidates will be appointed to referee games at the Scandinavian Open Tournament 
(women’s born 1994).  

The following EHF Referee Candidates courses were held to date:

	 • August/September 2007 in Zaporozhye/UKR

	 • October 2007 in Rotterdam/NED (parallel with a course for delegates)

	 • March 2008 in Lagoa/POR

	 • May 2008 in Lignano Sabbiadoro/ITA

	 • March 2009 in Veria/GRE

	 • June 2009 in Ljubljana/SLO

	 • December 2009 in St. Gallen/SUI

	 • June 2010 in Nicosia/CYP

	 • July 2011 in Rijeka/CRO 

	 • July 2012 in Cordoba, Spain

	 • December 2012 in St. Gallen, Switzerland

Finances
The responsibility for organisational matters is with the organising federation. They 
are responsible for bearing the local costs such as food, accommodation and the local 
transport. Daily allowances and flight costs for the EHF lecturers and the EHF office staff 
member/s will be borne by the EHF.

Travel costs for the participants are either borne by themselves or their National 
federation.

If the referees do clearly not meet the EHF requirements for passing the course, a share of 
the course costs will be refunded via their National federation.



Presenters

EHF Competitions – Refereeing
Office Staff Member since 2004

EHF TRC Member
EHF Lecturer (refereeing) since 2012

Helmut Wille
AUT

Professor of Health, Sports and Human 
Movement Sciences Faculty –
“Vasile Alecsandri” University of Bacau
EHF Lecturer (coaching) since 2010

Alexandru Acsinte	  
ROU

Former Top IHF and EHF Referee
EHF Lecturer (refereeing) since 2010

Svein Olav Oie	
NOR

Marcos Bestilleiro
EHF



Curriculum of EHF Referee Candidate 
Educational Courses

1. Organisation: EHF in cooperation with National Federations as local organisers
(High level handball tournament/games obligatory)

2. Type: course for EHF referee candidates nominated by National Federations
(based on the EHF Structure of Refereeing)

3. Course lecturers/administrators:
3-lecturers from CC (refereeing and coaching) and EHF Lecturer Staff
1-2 administrators from EHF Office/EHF CAN

4. Duration: 5-7 days

5. Language: English

6. Entry Criteria (To be forwarded to the EHF office staff member during the event):
A copy of the passport.
A handball CV of the candidate(s).
Medical attest of max. 1 month old.
A summary of the physical tests and the results signed as a true statement by the chief-
referee

7. Basic requirements: 
a) 	Physical conditions (Shuttle run test)*
b) 	Theoretical knowledge (IHF Rules, EHF Regulations etc.)* 
c) 	Language: Ability to communicate in English* 
d) 	Ability to manage a match on the highest national level in a sufficient way* 
e) 	Ability to learn “on the job” and to improve
f) 	Realistic view on his/her actual level of competence and the domains of competency 		
	 which have to be improved.(realistic objectives)

* If the referees do clearly not meet with the above requirements, a share of the course 
costs will be refunded via their national federation.

8. Testing:
Theoretical: rule test
Practical: physical test (Shuttle run test)



List of Participants

EHF Technical Official(s)

Alexandru ACSINTE				    ROU

Svein Olav OIE					     NOR

Helmut WILLE 					     AUT

Marcos BESTILLEIRO				    EHF

EHF Referee Candidates (4 couples)

Sigurd THOMASSEN * / Tobias SCHMACK		  BEL

Georgi DOYCHINOV / Yulian GORETSOV		  BUL

Michael MERTINIAN / Evangelos SYREPISIOS	 GRE

Ruud GERAETS / Paul GERAETS			   NED

* EHF Status



Seminar Schedule
Thursday 
13.6.13	

13:00 at the latest	 Arrival (Oslo Airport)			 
14:00 at the latest	 Check-in hotel
12:00-14:30 	 Individual Lunch
15:15-15:30	 Welcome and Opening		
15:30-15:45	 General Tournament Information by Organiser
16:00 -16:45	 IHF Rule Test I (30 questions) 		
17:00-17:45	 What do we expect from EHF Refs?
18:00-18:45	 General Information EHF
19:00	 Dinner
Evening	 IHF Rule Test II (30 questions)

Friday 
14.6.13	

08:00-09:00	 Breakfast
09:00-10:00	 7-metres / Defender work inside goal area	
10:00-10:45	 Refereeing from the coaches side
11:00-11:45	 Shuttle Run test		
12:00-12:45	 Lunch
12:45- 13:30	 Procedures before, during and after the game		
14:00-15:30	 Progressive Punishment & Steps
15:30-16:30	 Rest
16:45	 Individual departure to match venues
18:00	 NOR W19 vs. POL W19
20:15	 DEN W19 vs. SWE W19
Afterwards	 Individual Dinner

Saturday 
15.6.13	

08:00- 09:00	 Breakfast
09:00-09:30	 Analysis / match day 1		
09:30-10:15	 What does a coach expect from the Refs?
Afterwards	 Individual departure to match venues
12:00	 Stabaek vs. Glassverket (W Elite / friendly)
14.00	 POL W19 vs. DEN W19
16:15	 NOR W19 vs. SWE W19
13:00- 15:00	 Individual Lunch in the Hall
19:00-19:45	 Analysis / match day 2
20:00	 Dinner

Sunday 
16.6.13	

Individual	 Breakfast	
08:30-09:15	 Course topic t.b.d. / depending on Ref needs		
09:15-09:45	 Match preparation / final match day
Afterwards	 Individual departure to match venue	
11:00	 POL W19 vs. SWE W19
13:15	 NOR W19 vs. DEN W19
15:00	 Stabaek – Glassverket (W Elite / friendly)		
13:00-15:00	 Individual Lunch in the Hall
18:30-19:30	 Analysis / match day 3 and final evaluation	
19:30-19:45	 Summary and closing		
Afterwards	 Dinner

Monday 
17.6.13	

Morning	 Individual departure


