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Symposium for Coaches and Symposium for Coaches and 
Chief RefereesChief Referees

– BASIC PRINCIPLE OF SPORT IS FAIR PLAY !

– OPINIONS BY FAMOUSE SPORTMEN 

– WHAT IS THE GOAL WITH THE PROVOCATIVE 
BEHAVIOUR ?



Symposium for Coaches and Symposium for Coaches and 
Chief RefereesChief Referees

– WHAT DOES THE RULES TELL US REGARDING 
THIS THEME ?

– DIFFERENT KIND OF PROVOCATIVE BEHAVIOURS

– COMMON LINE IN RULES INTERPRETATION



BASIC PRINCIPLE OF SPORT IS FAIR PLAY !BASIC PRINCIPLE OF SPORT IS FAIR PLAY !

• we usually speak about moral attitude, values

• fairness and success are often on opposite 
sides/ends of pole

• our task to guard/create fair conditions for 
each participants

Football WC -the "crown" of 
provocations in final 
Zidane/Materazzi affair



FAIR PLAY DOES MEAN FAIR PLAY DOES MEAN 

• to respect your opponent

• To accept and respect the rules

• avoid violence on-,off playing court

• to prevent unsportsmanlike behaviour



OPINIONS BY FAMOUSE SPORTMENS OPINIONS BY FAMOUSE SPORTMENS 

• An important part of my job like a manager:
to put pressure on the referees for a success 
of my team. I do what I let to do !

• Jackson Richardson: A real sportsmen
is correct on and off the playing court !

• Zinedine Zidane: There is no  reaction 
without provocation, guilty is always the one 
who provoked !



WHAT IS THE GOAL WHAT IS THE GOAL 
WITHWITH THE THE PROVOCATIVE BEHAVIOURPROVOCATIVE BEHAVIOUR??

• to have advantage/success

• to lose the control of the opponent on his
own behaviour

• Mislead  the referees 

OUR TASK: TO FIND COMMON LINE 
IN INTERPRETATION OF RULES !



WHAT DOES THE RULES TELL US REGARDING THIS WHAT DOES THE RULES TELL US REGARDING THIS 
THEME ?THEME ?

•• Rule Rule 8:48:4: physical and verbal expression that are 
incompatible with the spirit of good sportsmanship 
are regarded as constituting unsportsmanlike 
behaviour

•• Rule Rule 16:1c16:1c: warning shallshall be given for 
unsportsmanlike conduct by a player or team official

•• Rule Rule 16:3c16:3c: suspension shall shall be given for repeated
unsportsmanlike conduct by a player, on the court or 
outside the court

•• Rule Rule 16:316:3 Comments :the referees have the 
• right to determine …..



WHAT DOES THE RULES TELL US REGARDING THIS WHAT DOES THE RULES TELL US REGARDING THIS 
THEME ?THEME ?

•• Clarification 5:2aClarification 5:2a: harassing an opponent or team-
mate through words or gestures of a provoking 
nature

•• Clarification 5:2 cClarification 5:2 c:: through fake action (theatre) 
trying to mislead referees regarding the actions of an 
opponent (e.g. pretending that foul was committed)



DIFFERENT DIFFERENT KIND OF PROVOCATIVE KIND OF PROVOCATIVE 
BEHAVIOURBEHAVIOURSS



COLLISION OR PROVOCATED OFFENSIVE COLLISION OR PROVOCATED OFFENSIVE 
FOULS FOULS 

• very little body contact and theatrical falling 
down

• no body contact

• referee action- control , position

• always progressive?



CRYING AND FLYING PLAYERS CRYING AND FLYING PLAYERS 

• small impact on the body of attacker-clear 
overreaction

• the player gets the ball in good position, tries 
to take the ball and he lose

• contact/information to the player



INJURY OR NOT ?INJURY OR NOT ?

• what means injury?

• after short treatment the player ready to play 
in defence

• what shall the referees do?
interrupting ?

• counterattacks ! ! !



HIT TO FACE, NECKHIT TO FACE, NECK

• big temptation to act like there was a big hit 
against the face

action and reaction



IMMOBILIZING AN OPPONENT ' SIMMOBILIZING AN OPPONENT ' S ARMARM

• to open space for teammate

• mislead the referees -which player 
committed a foul

• Fouls from both players
at the same time



VERBAL PROVOCATION VERBAL PROVOCATION 

• complaining, harassing on opponent

• gestures

• "key players" actions



SUBSTITUTIONS AREASUBSTITUTIONS AREA

• influence on the referees -verbal, facial and 
gesture against  the  referees/officals

• Repeated unsportsmanlike behaviours 
against the referees by team officials 

• cooperation table / referees



COMMON LINE IN RULES INTERPRETATION COMMON LINE IN RULES INTERPRETATION 

• react in first case, setup a clear line !

• reduce and eliminate the unfair actions - be 
consequent !

• always progressive ?



COMMON LINE IN RULES INTERPRETATION COMMON LINE IN RULES INTERPRETATION 

• trying to mislead the referees (small- limited 
contact) - first case : information

• in repeated case: warning

• Mislead the referees , harassing an opponent 
- suspension !




