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Substitutions area;
How to control and keep order
in the substitution area
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Presentation topics

• What is substitutions area?

• How to control the substitutions area?

(rules regarding the substitutions area)

• Violations of the rules and Punishments

• Keeping order of the substitutions area

• Correct and wrong behaviour in the 

substitutions area
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What is substitutions area?
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Substitutions area

TEAM ‘A’

TEAM ‘B’
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The substitution area for the court players is 15 meters long and about 3 

meters wide. The substitution areas are situated on each side of the 

playing area outside the side lines. The court players must enter the 

court only from this area.
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Substitutions area:
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2.  No objects of any kind may be placed in the substitution areas. 
3.  Only the players and team officials entered in the scoresheet are 
allowed to be in the substitution area
4.  Both teams are in the substitution area on their respective sides
5.  The team officials in the substitution area must be dressed in 
sportswear. 
6.  If an interpreter  is needed, he must take up a position behind the 
substitution area. 
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Substitution area regulations:
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How to control the substitutions area?
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The timekeeper and scorekeeper shall support the referees in 
monitoring the occupancy of the substitution area before and during 
the game. 
If before the game there are any infringements of the rules as regards 
the substitution area, the game may not start until the infringements 
have been remedied. If these rules are infringed during the game,  the 
game may not be continued after the next interruption until the matter 
has been resolved. 
Technical Delegates of the IHF (or the  continental  federation or 
national federation) who are on duty at a game are allowed to draw the 
attention of the referees (at the next interruption of the game) to a 
possible violation of the rules or a failure to comply with the substitution 
area regulations (except in the case of decisions made by the referees 
on the basis of their observations of facts). 
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Rules regarding the substitutions area:



TM © EHF 2008
Beach Handball Commission, dateTM © EHF 2008

Beach Handball Commission, date
#

We control the substitution area with rules of the game! 

Team:

Players

Goalkeepers

Team officials 

Referees

Delegates

Timekeeper

Scorekeeper  

Rules of 
the game

Beach 
Handball
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Violations of the rules and 
Punishments
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If the Substitution Area Regulations are infringed, the referees are 
obliged to act in accordance with Rules (verbal warning, suspension, disqualification);

• 16:1a – A suspension must be given for a faulty substitution or illegal entering of 
the court
• 4:13, 4:14 – player substitution
• 5:12 – goalkeeper substitution
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Rules explanation:
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Wrong substitution is punished with 

suspension. For repeated fouls of the 

type is to be punished progressively. 

Suspension:

Disqualification 
(red card):
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Keeping order of the substitutions area
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The referee’s obligations before, during and at the end of 

the game

17:2 - The referees monitor
the conduct of the players 

from the moment 
they enter the premises 

until they leave.

Before the game During the game / match End of the game

17:3 - They ensure that the
number of players and officials

in the substitution area it
within  the limits, and they
establish the presence and

identity of the responsible team
official”, for each team.

17:6 - The referees position themselves 
in a way they can overview the 

substitution areas of
both teams.

The timekeeper and Scorekeeper shall
support the referees in monitoring 

the occupancy of the substitution area
before and during the game.

If the Substitution Area Regulations are
infringed, the referees are obliged to act in 
accordance with Rules 16:1d, 16:2c-d 

or 16:6b,e,h (verbal warning, suspension,
disqualification).

The referees control with support
of the timekeeper/scorekeeper the 
entry and the exit of the substitutes

(Rules 17:6, 18:1).

The playing time ends
with the automatic final

signal from the public clock
or from the timekeeper. 

If no such signal comes, the 
referee whistles to indicate 
that the playing time is over

17:12 - The referees are
responsible for ensuring 
after the game that the
scoresheet is completed 

in a correct way.
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The referees ensure that the number of players and officials in the substitution area it 
within the limits, and they establish the presence and identity of the “responsible  
team official”, for each team.
If the Substitution Area Regulations are infringed, the referees are obliged  to act in 
accordance with Rules (verbal warning, suspension, disqualification)!

• Fair play
• Unsportsmanlike behavior
• Verbal caution
• Respect for the game!
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How to keep order in the substitutional area?
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The team officials have the right and duty to guide and manage their team also 
during the game, in a fair and sporting spirit within the framework of the rules. In 
principle, they should sit or kneel in their substitution area.

In principle, players in the substitution area should sit or kneel. The substitute 
players are, however, permitted to move around in the substitution area, when they 
are soon going to enter the court, as long as it is not done in a disturbing manner.

It is not permitted for team officials or players to: 
• interfere with or insult referees, delegates, timekeeper/ scorekeeper, players, team 
officials, or spectators, by behaving in a provocative,  protesting, or otherwise
unsportsmanlike manner (speech, facial expression or gestures) 
• leave the substitution area in order to influence the game 
• stand or move along the side line while warming up. 

TM © EHF 2008
Beach Handball Commission, date



TM © EHF 2008
Beach Handball Commission, date

Correct and wrong behaviour in the 
substitutions area
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